Hemorrhagic neoplasms: MR mimics of occult vascular malformations.
The MR scans of 24 patients who had findings previously reported to be characteristic of occult cerebral vascular malformations were reviewed to demonstrate that such findings may also occur in primary or secondary neoplasms. Eighteen of the 24 patients were found to have hemorrhagic neoplasms. Additional criteria, such as multiplicity of lesions and the presence of edema, were of some help in differentiating between occult vascular malformation and hemorrhagic neoplasm. In certain cases, CT was necessary to provide further information, such as the presence of calcification; however, an absolute and accurate diagnosis was impossible in several cases. The striking similarity on MR between cryptic vascular malformation and some hemorrhagic neoplasms is most likely due to the unifying mechanisms that underlie the evolution of extravascular intracerebral blood. Although the preponderance of neoplastic etiologies in our series may be partly due to the strong bias in our sample population toward patients with tumors, it seems clear that when an MR scan discloses findings "typical" of an occult vascular malformation, consideration must also be given to the generally more serious possibility of underlying neoplasm.